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generally believed that the author of the grammatical work Vakyapadiya and the author of the three Satakas, who are both known as Bhartrihari must both be identical with the person referred to by FTsing. From the records of the Chinese traveller we gather that the author became a Buddhist monk and subsequently became a lay man once again and thus fluctuated between the monastic and the lay life seven times. Although the poet has blamed himself in his work for this indecision, he could not overcome the fickleness. The speculation that Bhartrihari may be identical with Bhatti lacks valid reasons.
The Sringarasataka of Bhartrihari is an erotic lyric in 100 stanzas. These verses do not constitute one coherent lyric but contain several detached descriptions of scenes of love* His description of the characteristics, the feelings and the diversions of lovers is attractive and graceful and reveals the author's erudition in the erotic literature of his time and his own understanding of the workings of the lover's heart. The fact that he talks very enthusiastically about feminine charms in this Sataka makes one extremely surprised at his having written the Vairagya Sataka which condemns the very charms applauded in this lyric. The explanation lies in the fact that the erotic lyric depicts the emotions of the writer in his youth whereas the other gives expression to the feelings of renunciation of his mature years. The Sringarasataka, on the whole, has been generally popular as a love lyric and stanzas from it have been